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Večna pot 2, SI-1000 Ljubljana


In accordance with Article 35 of the Rules on stable funding of the Slovenian Forestry Institute (hereinafter: the Rules) and the General act on stable funding of scientific research activity (Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia, no. 87/22, 103/22 - compr. and 3/25) and Scientific Research and Innovation Activities Act (Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia, no. 186/21, 40/23 and 102/24, hereinafter: ZZrID), the Slovenian Forestry Institute (SFI), Večna pot 2, Ljubljana, Slovenia, hereby announces the

Public Call for Applications for the Young Researcher Positions 

2026
	Published on
	16.03.2026

	Deadline for application
submission
	04.05.2026

	Place of publication
	https://www.gozdis.si/informacije-javnega-znacaja/zaposlitev/,

Employment Service of Slovenia


1. The subject of this public call

The subject of this public call is the selection of young researcher who will start their doctoral training program with selected supervisor in 2026 in the following research field.
The Slovenian Forestry Institute reserves the right to select up to one candidate for Young Researchers in 2026.
2. Supervisor and the research area
1. The research area: Forest roads in the light of environmental and technological changes (1 position)

Research programme: P4-0107 - Forest biology, ecology and technology, head prof. dr. Hojka

Kraigher

Supervisor: dr. Jaša Saražin
https://www.gozdis.si/en/Department-for-Forest-Technique-and-Economics-contacts/Jasa-Sarazin_1/


Protection against erosion on forest roads and all other kinds of forest throughfares is a special field of forest engineering, which is facing new challenges due to climate change, technological progress and economic growth. This field closely is complemented by the field of forest road use and the impact of technologies on forest stands and soil.

We are looking for a motivated candidate for a young researcher position in forest technology, who will focus his research on studying the requirements for adapting the planning and maintenance of roads or other kinds of forest throughfares in accordance with changing environmental and technological needs. The research will emphasise the protection of forest roads from erosion in the context of climate change, as well as the suitability and requirements of modern technologies for the forest road network.

The candidate will be engaged in dynamic field and laboratory work. The candidate will have access to modern software and field equipment from the Department of Forest Technique and Economics, where the candidate will be based. Collaboration with domestic and international experts in the field is planned. The candidate will receive training in processing numerical and spatial data and may become an operator of an unmanned aerial vehicle with advanced sensors.

For further professional and technical questions, candidates can contact the supervisor, dr. Jaša Saražin, jasa.sarazin@gozdis.si.
3. Conditions for applying

Young researcher applicants must meet the following conditions for applying:

· they have not yet completed a doctoral program or been awarded a doctoral degree;

· they have never been employed in the financing scheme of Young researchers;
· they have a second-cycle (master’s) degree or a comparable degree from a university abroad (applicants that have not yet completed their second-cycle degree program at the time of applying for the open call must complete their program by September 15th of the current year);

· their grade point average in the second-cycle program is at least 8.00 (including their master’s thesis grade);

· no more than four years have passed since the end of their second-cycle degree program or the acquisition of a degree that corresponds to the degree obtained in a second-cycle degree program and, under the law governing the Slovenian qualifications framework, is classified as level 8, or since the end of a comparable academic program completed abroad (the year of graduation). If the applicant took parental leave, this period can be extended by the period of the applicant’s justified absence, whereas for other types of justified absence specified in the health insurance regulations it can be extended at most by the period of the justified absence only if the absence was continuous and lasted longer than six months;

· before concluding the employment contract, they have enrolled (via the eVŠ portal) in the first or second year of a third-cycle (doctoral) program.

Foreign nationals or applicants that have completed their studies abroad must have all the documentation required for employment in the Republic of Slovenia in order prior to signing the employment contract. If applicants have not completed a second-cycle academic program or an academic program that meets the requirements for enrolment in a doctoral program in Slovenia, they must obtain a decision from a higher-education institution recognizing a degree completed abroad for the purposes of pursuing further education in Slovenia.

4. Criteria for the evaluation and selection of candidates
The applications will be evaluated based on the following criteria:

· grade point average in a second-cycle program or an academic program that meets the requirements for enrolment in a doctoral program;

· awards or other recognitions received;

· published scientific or professional works;
· participation in research work;
· applicant interview assessment.

The evaluation of the criteria is determined by the Slovenian Forestry Institute evaluation panel, which is also autonomous in the selection of the young researcher.
5. Term of employment

Slovenian Forestry Institute will grant a fixed-term employment contract with selected applicants. The contract duration covers the period of training, which is the same as the period of financing (junior researchers are financed until they obtain a doctorate degree, but for no more than four years; if applicants are enrolled in the second year of their doctoral program when starting the Young researchers scheme, their training is financed until they receive a doctorate, but for no more than three years. The employment contract is terminated with the day of completing of obtaining of doctorate degree regardless to the envisaged expiry date of the contract.

6. The application must include the following:

1. Curriculum Vitae;
2. a signed Application form with adequately marked statements;
3. proof of education if the applicants have already completed their program (a copy of a second-cycle degree diploma);

4. proof of grade point average in a second-cycle program (i.e., a diploma supplement or an officially confirmed transcript of courses taken from which the grade point average rounded to two decimal places is evident);

5. proof of enrolment in a third-cycle graduate program and proof of requirements completed if the applicant is already enrolled.

For the purposes of evaluation in accordance with the criteria set, the following can also be enclosed with the application:

1. proof of any awards and recognitions received;

2. a list of scientific or professional papers;

3. proof of prior participation in research activities;

4. proof of the applicant’s justified absence in order to meet the requirement regarding the permissible number of years after the end of the academic program specified under indent 5 of point 3 hereof.

7. Applying for the open call

The application must reach the Slovenian Forestry Institute (Večna pot 2, 1000 Ljubljana, Slovenia) by 2 p. m. on May 4th, 2026. Submited applications should be marked with "Application for the Call for Young Researchers 2026".
Candidates must submit their applications by:

· e-mail to: tajnistvo@gozdis.si. Applications must arrive to the destination address no later than by the deadline above. 
Only complete applications that arrive at the SFI address by the deadline and in the manner specified above will be considered.
8. Other information

SFI will complete its selection by August 31st, 2026. Candidates will receive an invitation to an informational interview at the email address provided in the application form.
The applicants selected will receive a request at the e-mail address provided in their application form to confirm they accept the junior researcher position within three working days.

SFI will notify the other applicants that they have not been selected for the position within eight days after the selection procedure ends.
Important:
The applicants selected for the junior researcher positions are required to apply separately to the call for applications for enrolment in graduate programs in the 2026/2027 academic year and to submit proof of enrolment in a third-cycle program to SFI prior to concluding the employment contract.

Applicants that fail to enrol in a graduate program by the enrolment deadlines via the eVŠ system will not be able to conclude a junior researcher training contract with SFI.
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