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Main Goals of the Project: 

• To perform the inventory of habitats of EU importance
across the whole country (6 groups)

• To develop management plans for 25 Natura2000 sites
– including two national parks

• To develop management plans for 5 species/groups of
species (2 bat species, woodpeckers, owls, seals)
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Habitat Inventory
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Mapping Unit
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Forms
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12 types and 40 subtypes of forest 
habitats
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Fieldwork and challenges



Information letters to landowners
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Feedback
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Digitalization of data
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EU protected habitats in Latvia
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Ownership rights of EU protected
forest areas
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EU protected forest habitats in
Latvia
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EU protected habitats in and
outside of Natura 2000
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Quality of EU protected forest habitats

159050

9060

9070

9160

9010*

9020*

9080*

9180*

91D0*

91E0*

91F0

91T0

2180

2,4

13,0

0,0

2,4

0,8

0,3

5,6

2,1

8,9

3,1

5,6

15,3

10,4

30,3

37,1

1,8

22,2

24,6

24,1

42,2

22,8

41,0

37,9

40,9

44,7

39,4

58,8

47,9

25,5

57,7

66,2

65,6

48,4

58,2

46,3

50,8

37,2

38,7

45,6

8,5

2,0

72,7

17,7

8,4

10,0

3,7

16,9

3,8

8,2

16,3

1,3

4,6

low, % medium,  % good, % exelent, %



Examples of fragmentation
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Findings

•at least 52 new species in Latvia (Amylocystis 
lapponica)

•2 hillforts 

•12 new caves.
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Some conclusions from the mapping

• forest habitats are highly fragmented (+edge 
effect);

• notable negative effect of changed hydrological 
effect on wet forests (9080, 91D0, 91E0) – caused 
by both historical and ongoing actions

• better quality forests are located in protected 
areas;

• Coastal dune and dry boreal forests, aluvial forests, 
meadows, and grey dunes are invaded by 
aggressive invazive or alien species (Amelanchier 
spicata; Rosa rugosa; Impatiens glandulifera)
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Some of the projects using data of 
Nature Census
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